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O UA  !4 HORN’  OR S i;  R VATORV 
D i : T H \'C'  F.  S T H R N 1 1 S'  I V F. ! J F T F 

fcVAN'STO.V,  ILLJNlOiS 


13  April  1967 


FTD  (TDETR) 

Research  and  Aerial  Phenomena  Division 
Wright  Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Ohio  45433 

Attn:  Major  Hector  Quintanilla 

Dear  Major  Quintanilla: 

Enclosed  is  my  report  of  the  investigation  made  on  April  9:  Mrs 

Hazelcrest,  Illinois, 

Yours  truly,  /'y 

■ Co ^ 

William  T.  Powers  ^ 


WTP:lp 
end . 
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T';’.'ES  ' IGATTON  OF  APRIL  9,  1967 


Hazelcrest,  Illinois  60429 


By 


W i 1 i i am  T . Po^'e  r s 


This  investigation  was  requested  by  Lt.  Harley  after  several  telephone 
calls  from  Mrs  . to  Ma  j , Quintanilla  j ^ had  been  observing 

UFO's  in  great  numbers  for  several  months,  and  felt  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Air  Force  to  investigate  them. 


An  attempt  was  made  to  deal  with  the  investigation  by  telephone  and 
letter,  but  Mrs  said  that  the  only  way  to  appreciate  what  was  going  on 

was  to  pay  a personal  visit,  so  she  could  demonstrate  the  phenomenon  directly. 
Finally  a trip  was  made  to  Hazelcrest,  and  an  evening  was  spent  with  the  family, 
during  which  a number  of  LcO  s were  observed  by  the  investigator  in  the  presence 
of  the  witnesses,  'fhe  ones  v;hich  were  not  airplanes  were  Venus,  Jupiter,  Mars, 
Capella,  Castor,  Pollux,  and  an  undetermined  star  (possibly  Vega)  rising  in 
the  northeast.  Present  ’were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  and  Mr.  and  Mrs, 

sister-in- law  and  her  husband. 


pi^e pared  a considerable  amount  of  written  material,  which 
is  enclosed.  Taking  the  entries  in  the  section  labelled  ’'April  3,  1967"  in 
order,  discussion  of  the  sightings  follows; 


October  1966.  The  oval  metallic  object  with  the  holes  on  the  bottom 


appears  to  be  the  only  observed  object  that  could  be  classed  as  unconventional 


Since  this  is  the  first  object  noted,  this  first  sighting  may  explain  the  en 
suing  interest  shovm  by  the  witness  in  the  sky.  ITie  object  and  its  behavior 
resembles  descriptions  that  have  been  received  from  other  witnesses. 


Nov. -Dec.  1966.  The  "beeping"  sound,  while  unexplained,  seems  to  have 
had  an  inordinate  effect  on  the  witness  and  her  family.  Perhaps  the  explanation 
lies  in  the  accumulation  of  an  Cuija  Board  by  the  witness,  as  a Christmas  present 
for  the  daughter,  v;ith  which  the  woman  and  daughter  became  fascinated:  the 

board  v:as  received  five  days  before  the  beeps  v;ere  heard. 

Jhm.  1967 . The  witnesses  were  apparently  told  by  the  board  to  "look 

out  the  window  j w’hen  they  did  they  sav-;  a bright  rod  object,  low,  approaching 
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the  house,  and  tlien  after\?ard  two  l)ririiant  flashiu^,",  white  lights  departing  up 
;uw!  Lo  the  InTTiedi  f « ' 1 lu^vun;;  : s e-:p.  i in  i /.e  the  h ja.’d  appai'.  utJy 

began  spelling  out  conoiunications  Trom  "lhein*\  At  this  time  the  v/itnoss  says 
she  still  did  not  take  the  board  seriouslyj  but  clearly  the  seeds  liad  been 
pi  anted. 


Feb . J_.  Tlie  VJitness  began  watching  the  sky  every  night,  and  started 
seeing  objects  "escorting"  her  to  and  from  shopping.  In  the  inves t igati . n , 
it  came  out  that  none  of  the  people  involved  uiiderstood  how  a star  or  planet 
could  seem  to  travel  along  with  a car;  they  expected,  apparently,  to  be  able 
to  drive  past  the  object  if  it  were  a star,  and  so  concluded  it  was  following, 
or  'Escorting",  them. 

Tine  lights  which  were  seen  in  the  sky,  it  was  established  during  the 
interview,  were  like  the  lights  the  interviewer  saw  while  there,  which  were 
definitely  aircraft,  stars,  and  planets.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  this,  because 
the  v;itnesses  pointed  out  the  objects  to  the  investigator,  who  examined  them 
ail  carefully  by  naked  eye  and  with  binoculars,  and  recognized  them  immediately, 

Tlie  object  which  crossed  over  in  front  of  the  car  and  then  v;ent  back  was 
Venus  . Mrs  .^iBMHBil^'tnphaslzed  that  they  were  going  straight  up  to  Chicago,  not 
realizing  that  the  Calumet  Expressway  turns,  at  one  point,  from  due  north  to  due 
cast  and  then  after  a mile  or  two  back  to  due  north.  The  turns  In  the  highway 
completely  account  for  the  "motions"  of  Venus,  and  the  time  of  day  and  direction 
to  the  object  arc  correct  for  Venus. 

Feb.  15 . Venus  again:  the  unusual  aspect  was  its  following  the  car, 

which  the  witnesses  did  not  understand. 

Feb . 17 . Venus,  airplanes,  or  stars:  the  description  is  the  same  as  before*. 

Feb . 20 . The  large  glowing  white  light  coming  from  the  northwest  was  also 
coming  from  the  direction  of  O' Hare  International  Airport,  45  miles  away,  and 
Glenview  Naval  Air  Station,  and  Midway  Airport.  A definite  V- shape  was  seen, 
with  lights  in  the  usual  positions  for  running  lights  on  an  airplane.  Tlie  wit- 
nesses were  not  aware  that  airplanes  can  turn  on  their  landing  lights  in  the  air, 
nor  of  the  appearance  of  such  landing  lights. 

Feb . 22 . The  blue  streak  of  light,  from  all  descriptions,  was  a meteor. 

One  of  the  group,  recalled  having  seen  similar  objects  in  the  past, 

but  v;asn  t sure  what  a meteor  looked  like. 

Feb . 24.  The  escort  to  the  Loop,  despite  the  witnesses'  comments,  were 
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jirobahly  star;::  t,>r  planots,  Tlie  tlartiin;  anvl  iswoopin^  is  a corn:, son  clrsc r i fit  £oa 
■,.f  >ults  iV<>'u'.  ::;uLLoiis  o;  Lhc  J ai  tuL  ! ro;-  bho  oIi  ',fc;Cc.  iir- 

v;itneiiSos  \.'ox-o  not  acquainted  with  any  star‘i  except  the  Big  Dipper.  Tlit-  "baby 
dipper"  itientioncd  elsevjhere  is  the  I’l  ; tlu*  "Little  Dipper"  wan  Sagit  tar  Lus . 

i-tarch  2.  Tlie  odd  pai’t  about  the  behavior  of  the  vjhite  light  seemed  to 
be  its  apparent  stop,  followed  by  motion  in  the  opposite  direction.  The  v/itnr--;;; 
asked  whether  our  airplanes  could  fly  that  way,  and  v^as  assured  that  an  airplane 
in  the  landing  pattern  for  Hammond- Lansing  Airport,  which  is  in  that  direction  and 
has  runway  lights,  would  indeed  give  exactly  that  appearance.  The  witness  had 
called  the  local  NIKE  base,  and  had  been  told,  in  her  words,  "ITiat  T needed  some- 
one to  testify  to  my  sanity,"  which  by  now  was  beginning  to  dwindle."  Of  coursi' 
during  this  period  the  conversations  via  Ouija  Board  had  continued,  and  the  sense 
of  mystery  was  very  strong.  The  witness  was  attempting  to  remain  level-headed, 
but  tlie  strain  v/as  upsetting. 

Mar . The  series  of  red  lights,  which  v-:ere  described  as  being  similar 

to  what  the  investigator  saw  during  the  interview,  followed  at  fairly  regular 
intervals  along  the  southeast  approach  (from  over  Gary,  Indiana)  to  O' Hare 
Field. 

The  scries  of  lights  in  a row  which  later  changed  formation  were  not  lights 
on  radio- tower  guy  wires;  this  was  checked,  Tliere  were  reports  luiown  to  the 
witnesses,  however,  of  plastic-bag  balloons  of  the  type  currently  popular  being 
launched  from  an  adjacent  forest  preserve.  IThile  no  definite  information  about 
the  number  was  obtained,  it  was  pointed  out  to  the  witnesses  that  a series  of 
balloons  rising  into  upper  winds  could  easily  be  displaced  from  a straight  line 
in  the  transition  zone,  after  which  the  new  arrangement  would  tend  to  remain 
constant.  The  lights  going  out  in  order,  of  course,  would  correspond  with  the 
burning  out  of  the  birthday  candles  in  approximately  the  order  in  which  they 
were  lit. 

Mar . _6,  The  red  and  white  lights  were  probably  the  usual  airplanes. 

(Near  the  end  of  the  interview,  the  witnesses  pointed  out  the  white  starliks 


object  that  was  seen  for  45  minutes;  it  was,  indeed,  a starlike  object 


Mr 


Marlowe  asked  at  one  point  v/hctlier  it  were  possible  for  a star  to  appear  and 
disappear  if  clouds  came  in  front  of  it),  ft  was  about  at  this  date  that  Mr. 
Marlowe  called  >Iaj>ir  Quintanilla,  and  the  inve.s t f.gator  was  notified  and  called 
Mrs.  Marlowe. 
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Mr  s . 


Co!':::!^tl f' ;;  Cj ;:"!cl  i s i o'.i'j 

has  senL  a slid.^  lo  Che  laves  C Lf;a  Cor , a plioto^P '^'ph  taken  with 


an  Instamatic  (wich  flash)  of  ci  white  li^^ht  seen  in  the  northeast.  This  camiot 
be  a planet  or  star;  there  are  no  brigliC  planets  in  chat  direction,  and  no  stars 
would  fitow  in  such  a short  exposure  (about  1/50  second).  It  may  be  a landin*' 
llp,ht.  The  picture  is  now  being  analyzed,  and  will  he  forwarded  v;ith  comments 
when  the  analysis  is  finished.  The  object  appears  as  a slightly  elongated  white 
dot , 


All  the  witnesses  appeai'ed  perfectly  honest  and  sincere;  moreover, 
they  were  not  suffering  from  hallucinations  or  suggestions  with  respect  to  any 
of  the  objects  seen  by  the  invcstig.Htor , since  real  objects  were  In  fact  there. 
However  the  witnesses  were  not  highly  educated,  and  said  as  much,  so  they  were 
unaware  of  the  simplest  facts  of  astronomy.  Mr.  said  that  the  most  inter- 

esting  thing  he  learned  during  the  interview  was  t!iat  stars  can  move  in  the  sky, 
rising  and  setting  like  the  sun  or  moon;  he  said  that  this  fact  certainly  ex- 
plained a lot  of  what  they  had  seen,  for  they  had  assumed  that  the  slow  motion 
of  the  objects  meant  that  they  could  not  be  stars  or  planets. 

The  investigator  did  not  express  any  positive  opinions  about  the  worth  of 
Ouija  Boards  as  means  for  obtaining  information.  Instead,  he  gave  a short  dis- 
cussion of  the  unconscious  mind,  how  it  can  be  seen  in  operation  during  dreams 
and  when  one  gets  inspirations  without  knowing  v/here  they  come  from,  and  pointed 
out  that  since  the  Ouija  Board  pointer  must  be  moved  by  one’s  oitu  muscles  and 
brain,  it  is  certainly  possible  that  what  is  written  is  coming  from  the  uncon- 
scious, although  one  must  still  wonder  about  the  ultimate  source  of  the  material. 
One  of  the  witnesses  pointed  out  herself  that  this  might  account  for  why  the 
“cominunications"  had  a different  character  for  each  person  working  the  board. 

This  discussion  met  v;ith  great  interest.  The  investigator  voiced  the  opinion 
that  as  long  as  one  were  aware  of  all  the  possible  reasons  Cor  the  operation  of 
the  Ouija  Board,  he  saw  no  harm  in  exploring  the  phenomenon,  pointing  out  that 
many  scientists  study  precisely  such  effects  by  various  means. 

At  the  end  of  the  interview,  it  became  evident  that  Mrs felt 
greatly  relieved,  especially  to  be  rid  of  the  idea  that  something  had  gone  wrong 
v;ith  her  mind,  a thought  \fhich  had  obviously  been  weighing  more  and  more  heavily 
on  lier  (at  one  point  she  threv:  away  the  board  and  all  Vi;rittcn  materials  associated 
v;Lth  this  experience,  and  tried  to  forget  all  about  it  - but  the  rod  lights  kept 
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Coming  by) . The  obvious  sinceriLy  ot  her  concern  that  comes  through  in  the 
enclosed  material  uas  fully  borne  out  in  the  interview;  Mr.  concern 

was  also  evident,  as  was  his  determinatioii  to  be  loyal  to  his  wife  and  to 
believe  as  she  believed. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  subject-matter  proved  to  be  a rather  ordinary 
scries  of  mis  identifications  (save  perhaps  the  very  first  sighting),  the 
investigator  concludes  that  the  results  of  the  trip  were  v/ell  worth  the  effort 
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K'5't.o  for  the  it*jco"d:  lA  t-'ar  67 


Hsceiv^d  call  fror:i  e.  or,  or  about  7 iinroh  67 

rs^ardir.ij  her  contact  v/ith  ext  rat  crr-^.' trial  visitors.  She  said 
that  "they"  wanted  to  talk  v;ith  !'-ajor  Quintanilla.  Her  fanily 
has  been  observed  for  nearlv  three  ye^rs.  These  unusual  craft 

f # 

have  been  around  the  area  nian;/  tir.*s,  fhey  have  one  lar^e  red  lii^ht 
and  several  sral^.er  flashirif;  lights. 


Received  call  frorr.  to  know  if  the  kF  was  .^oin^ 

to  cOiCie  out  and  talk  vfith  them.  He  had  something  to  tell  th--e  AF. 
His  wife  had  drav/ings  of  the  things  and  of  their  craft,  lie 
wanted  to  talk  with  Tajor  Ciuintainlla  in  person. 


Haze lores t_Ill 


■'55^ 


DrAKiiORX  K'ys>\'WATi  >KV 

N O K T H W H S'n-:  k N U N I V F£ R S IT Y 

EVANSTON,  lU.ISOIS  6lr2«l 

2 !•%'  y 196? 


FTD  (TDSTH) 

Kesearch  and  Aerial  Phenomena  Division 
’.'/right  Patterson  Air  Force  Base 

Ohio  45433 

Attn : Lt . Karley 

Dear  Bill: 

Mrs.  Marlowe  wants  the  witten  material  she  sent  to  us;  she  is  going  to 
consult  a doctor  and  feels  that  it  cay  be  pertinent.  Could  you  send  it 
to  her  right  away? 


Address: 


Mrs,  Jack  Marlowe 

2710  Turtle  Creek  Drive 

Hazslcrest,  Illinois  60429 


V.TP;lh 


Thanks, 

^ y' 

£-// 

/ . /■  / ' 

Bill  Powers 
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